2026-2027 Artist Opportunity Grant Program Timeline

Forthe 2026-2027 application cycle, all proposed opportunities must take place between
January 1, 2027, axd December31,2027.

Grant Application Support may be updated based on participation. Check cultureworks.org Apply for Funding to register.
Grant Application Support Offerings

Applicants are invited to schedule virtual one on one meetings with Culture Works Support Staff if you prefer
asking your questions in person. Just follow this link!

Mon. August 3, 2026 — Application available at cultureworks.org

Mon. August 3 & Wed. August 12 2026 at 3pm EST
Artist Opportunity Grant & Community Force Orientation

Not familiar withthe application? New to grant writing? Unfamiliar with the application portal, Community Force? Be
prepared forathorough introduction with time for your questions! No registration required —Come whenyou can, stay as
you can! Check cultureworks.org Apply for Funding forthe Zoom ink.

Mon. August 17 & Wed. August 19, 2026, at 3pm EST
Artist Statement & Exhibit Space Workshop

The Artist Statementis your opportunity toshare yourvisionasanartistandtotellgrantreviewers aboutyourjourney as
anartist, buthow do youwrite one? Come read through samples with your fellow applicants and begin writing yourown!
New addition this grant cycle -- Have questions about how to share your work with the public? The President of
Dayton Society of Artists is visiting to offer insight into that process!

Mon. Aug 24 & Wed. Aug. 26, 2026, at 3pm EST
Project Budget Workshop

A project budget is a crucial part of an Artist Opportunity Grant application, but how do you develop one? And how do
you balance the story of your project with the projected costs ofthat project? This workshop will offer supportas you create
aproject budget inside the application budget spreadsheet and budget narrative sections.

Thurs. Aug 27, 2026, at 6:00pm EST
A special IN PERSON Q&A at Dayton Metro Library

This special session includes a conversation led by Tamiko Stump, President of Dayton Society of Artists. Applicants
are invited to participate as Tamiko shares her experience as a grant applicant and a review panelist. She will also
present on the "how to's" of reserving exhibit or performance spaces, promoting your work, and the support DSA
can offer, as you finalize your grant applications.


https://outlook.office.com/book/CultureWorks@cultureworks.org/s/SU-hEdsvpkeBo9j4l4R4Zw2?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://outlook.office.com/book/CultureWorks@cultureworks.org/s/SU-hEdsvpkeBo9j4l4R4Zw2?ismsaljsauthenabled
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Mon. August 31, 2026, at 3 pm EST
Peer Review Workshop for Applicants

Anopportunity toreceive feedback ona draft of your application from seasoned grant writers, past grantees, and fellow
applicants. Participants are also invited to focus on problem sections of the application draft, ask those nagging
questions, and work through potential changes before submitting the final draft.
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Grant Application Review Process

Friday September 4, 2026
Application deadline, 4:00 pm EST.

Applications must be submitted online through the Community Force Application Portal.

Tues. September 8 — Friday September 11, 2026
Culture Works Eligibility Review

During this time, Culture Works Grant Making & Impact staff will complete an eligibility review of all applications,
ensuring that all eligibility criteria have been met before the panel review process.

Mon. September 14 — Wed. September 30, 2026
MCACD EligibilityReview

MCACD will review Culture Works eligibility assessment and ensure all eligibility criteria have been met.

Friday October 2, 2026 at 12pm - 2pm

Review Panel Orientation -- The Montgomery County Artist Opportunity Grant is publicly funded and therefore is afforded a
public panel review. Panelists, as representatives of the public, fill the following roles: grant writers, arts administrators,
artists of multiple art forms, arts patrons, and community leaders.

A virtual orientation is required of all panel members. Agenda:

1. Introduction to Culture Works, Montgomery Co. Arts & Cultural District (MCACD) and the
mission behind the Artist Opportunity Grant

2. The purpose behind the review panel

Best “review” practices & the rhetorical situation

4. Introduction to the application portal and rubric

w

Friday October 2 — Friday October 30th
Panel Written Review

Panel’s Written Review is ongoing during this time. The panel reviews section of the application section and provides
written feedback along with preliminary scores.

Virtual Public Panel Review (Zoom Webinar)

The Virtual Public Panel Review is the first opportunity for panelists to discuss the applications as a group, each member
representing their area of expertise. Together, panelists highlight what they found to be the points of strength and the areas
in need of improvement for each application. The discussion is open to the public and applicants are invited to attend.
Applications are divided into two groups by artform: Panel A and Panel B. The meeting is recorded for those unable to
attend.

Tuesday November 3 — Panel A

Thursday November 5 — Panel B
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Friday November 6th — Panel submits final scores

After the Public Panel Review, panelists have until November 6 to submit their final scores. This gives the panel time to
consider the perspectives of the other panelists (expressed during the public panel review), and then to reevaluate their own
scores and written feedback based on a broader, more informed view.

Friday November 6th — Private meeting for panelists to discuss funding recommendations. One panel will meet inthe
morning, and one willmeetin the afternoon.

Monday November 9 — Culture Works forwards the Review Panel's funding recommendations to MCACD for
Grant Committee Approval (Nov 10 meeting). Culture Works makes the funding request, pending MCACD's
approval of the Review Panel's recommendations.
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Grantee Onboarding & Reporting Process

Monday November 16 - Friday December 11, 2026
Grantee OnboardingSessions

Grantees meet with Culture Works’ Director of Grantmaking & Impact to review and complete Grant Agreements and
Project Revision Forms.

January 2027
Grant Payments

Culture Works begins issuing grant payments. (Grants are paid in one lump sum 30 days priorto each grantee’s project
start date and following completion oftheir grantagreement).

Grantee Open Workshop

DSA is hosting a workshop for interested grantees at DML. The workshop will cover how to reserve an exhibit or
rehearsal space and how to market the exhibit / performance.

October 2027
Montgomery Co. Artist Opportunity Grantee Showcase

During the month of October, Montgomery County Artist Opportunity Grantees have the option of
participating in the AOG Showcase of the grantees' artwork or performances. This arrangement is made
through the partnership of Culture Works (administrator) and MCACD (funder), as well as DML (Dayton
Metro Library provides the space), and DSA (organizes exhibit spaces on behalf of DML)

December 31st LATEST, 2027
Project FinalDeadline

Allprojects/opportunities must be complete. (Note: Each grantee willhave a unique projectend date based on their
timeline of activities, but all funded projects must be completed by December 31,2027 atthe latest. Afinal reportis due 30
daysfollowing the grantee’s project end date. Grantees may choose to submit a second Revision From due to changes in
their project or timeline -- for approval.)
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